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entering the institute. In the early years the men used to have an
annual dinner, and very cheery affairs they were. I took to these
dinners men like G. K. Chesterton, who was quite in his element,
with his cloak and wide-awake hat. But on formal occasions I
brought many distinguished visitors to open their shows, among
them Lord Halifax, Lord Haldane, Herbert Fisher, and most of
the heads of the old Board of Education, Donald McLean, Lord
Eustace Percy, Ramsbotham (now Lord Soulsbury), the Duchess
of Atholl, and many others, and they all enjoyed these visits
immensely. It was something different from what they had experi-
enced elsewhere. There was an absence of pomposity and the
usual conventions, while Wagstaff was a host in himself, ready and
able to tell good stories and make the members of the institute come
out of their shells and talk and laugh and to treat their visitor as
one of themselves, instead of as visitors from another land, to be
kept at arm's length.

In a rash moment at one of these dinners, I had promised the
members that they should have their own building, instead of being
on sufferance in the building used during the day as an elementary
school. As luck would have it, Turin Street School, a quite old-
fashioned place but architecturally not unpleasant, was no longer
wanted as a day school. It had the advantage of being on the
main road, and George Gater, who was then Education Officer,
was sympathetic and interested in the work. With a few alterations
and the addition of a hall it was converted into the institute's own
building. By 1939 the Bethnal Green Men's Institute had 3,000
men on the roll, of all ages from eighteen to sixty. But, alas, in the
war it fell on evil days. Most of its members joined up in one or
other of the Services, while the black-out and air raids caused the
attendance to become irregular. However, Wagstaff bravely
carried on.* The poultry arid rabbit clubs were well backed by
the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Food. The Duke
of Norfolk came down, as Under Secretary of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, to open their annual show and visit some of the back
gardens, where not only hens and rabbits were kept but vegetables
grown. One member presented him with a dozen eggs and another
with a buck rabbit. He was so delighted with his experience that
he came again the next year and told them that, inspired by their
example, he had started a rabbit club in ArundeL

I have written of this institute at length because it was a pioneer.
Others ^ have been opened on similar lines. I hope when the
Education Act does come into operation this movement will become
general and that it will not be overshadowed by tfap more pretentious
colleges that are promised tinder the new dispensation.

*Since writing the above, I have to record with deep regret Mr. WagstafTs death to
the great loss of the Institute.